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Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6; Matthew 2:1-12; Psalm 72, O God every nation on earth will adore You.

Since we’re praying Teilhard’s Mass on the World this morning, let’s take a minute to ground ourselves in some of his most basic thinking. Eventually we’ll get to the Epiphany; but for now, let’s stick with Teilhard, who may help us understand the Epiphany a little better. You may recall that Teilhard  put forth four phases that all creation moves through to evolve into levels of consciousness. First, there must be attraction; attraction leads to connection; connection results in complexity; and complexity finds its fullness  in consciousness. All matter is engaged in evolutionary movement that starts with attraction and evolves into consciousness. And when optimal levels of consciousness have been achieved throughout the universe – or multiverses – we will have arrived at what Teilhard calls the Omega Point or the point of Oneness or what we call God.

So we have Teilhard’s four basic principles of how the universe and everything in it continues to evolve – moving through attraction, connection, complexity and consciousness. Now, I’d like to introduce two more words that also describe evolution but maybe more poetically. These words  come to us from the writings of Brian Swimme -- an evolutionary cosmologist whose work is very influenced by Teilhard. Brian uses the words radiance and  allurement to describe how evolution happens . According to Brian Swimme, there are 14 billion years of radiance held within every single atom that has existed since the Big Bang – or what Simme calls the great  Flaring Forth. Radiance is that ineffable beauty in every element that invites every other element in the universe toward connection by its irresistable allurement. Everything in the cosmos is so full of light and love and radiance that creation almost cannot help but be allured into consciousness. According to Swinmme,  "This is the greatest discovery of the scientific enterprise: You take elemental hydrogen gas, and you leave it alone, and it turns into rosebushes, giraffes, and humans."

But why bring this all up on the Feast of the Epiphany? I guess it’s because – at least as I read it –in the story of the three astrologers that we remember every year, we  see the universal processes we all follow to arrive at the heart of God. 


We may wonder, Is this story true? Were there really these characters – three astrologers, Herod, Jesus, the Star? The answer, of course, is what does it matter? The scripture scholar Raymond Brown tells us, “Somewhere between precise history and purely imaginative creation, there is a whole range of ways to convey a spiritual message.”  We tell and retell the Epiphany story to hear its spiritual message.


And the message in the story is this. In each of us there is the innate longing to follow the attractive that allures us. We are attracted; we are connected; and  then we are in the complexity of new relationships that allow our consciousness to rise to new levels. In moving toward what attracts and allures us, we can be transformed, although our shadows may show up along the way to deflect or even stop that transformation.   

Three astrologers saw a Star that was not only a star, but was the place where they would encounter the divine. That was Attraction to Radiance. 

On their  long journey, they encountered Herod and could have missed the Child entirely. But they continued. That was Allurement. 

They found the Child; worshiped him; and in so doing, found the Divine within themselves. That was Connection.  

And  when an angel set their feet on a different route back to their homes, they moved into an elevated level of Consciousness.

 The astrologers returned to their homes in the East, transformed by their encounter with the Divine. They are a model of the evolutionary process.

On their journey, the astrologers learned the truth of Joseph Campbell’s words, “All the gods, all the heavens, all the hells, are within you.” We’re continually on the astrologers’ journey – attracted to radiance of our own Star, moving toward it, fighting the Herod-shadow within us that tries to deceive us on our journey, finding God,  and then moving on toward whatever else allures us by its radiance. 

We hear the story of the three astrologers every year. And we resonate with it  because we know we are invited to live it. We know we are continually invited into the heart of God by the radiance and allurement of creation that surrounds us.  And so every day, may we, like the astrologers, follow the compass of our own star, and finding the divine, may we open our coffers and offer the gifts of our own lives. AMEN.     
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