Homily
Baptism of Jesus
Cycle B
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-38

Gospel: Mark 1:7-11

Today the church celebrates the conclusion of the Christmas season and now our attention and focus shifts to Jesus as an adult, discerning God’s call.  

Listening and reflecting on our readings today, we notice, in the words of both Mark and Isaiah, something very real - a calling forth. Isaiah calls for one who will be the covenant and a light to the nations, who will open the eyes of the blind, and will free those imprisoned and confined.  Jesus answers. Jesus responds. This marks the beginning of his public ministry.
For us, Jesus' answer lived out in the Word we encounter is a call unto itself. The heavens may not have literally opened up at our baptism, but encountering Jesus today in his baptism tunes us into the very physical nature of our own baptism and baptismal call. They are meant to have a physical impact on us. That is to say, our baptism is meant to change us. Once we've encountered Christ, once we've said yes to the call set out before us, we can't possibly ever be the same. 

From there, we follow in the footsteps of Christ - knowing always that our call comes out of prayer, and is meant to be lived out in the world.
Each day God says "With you I am well pleased." Or in our translation today from the Gospel, the voice from heaven said, “ You are my Own, my beloved. On you my favor rests. “ Can we just rest in these words, take them into the deep levels of our heart and being? With you I am well pleased. What did that mean for Jesus? Can we imagine God or Jesus saying this to us? That just like Jesus, we too are God’s “beloved”? 
David Lose shares his thoughts on acceptance and affirmation and how acceptance is tied into Baptism:
A word about acceptance before going further. Acceptance, I want to be clear, is not the same as “fitting in.” Indeed, it is its exact opposite. For while fitting in – the skill we learned most keenly in adolescence but keep sharp into adulthood – is all about changing yourself so as to be found acceptable to your peer group, acceptance is simply and crucially being accepted and valued just as you are. And there is nothing more important or necessary in leading a healthy, productive life than feeling accepted.

Which is where baptism comes in. Notice in Mark’s treatment of the story of Jesus’ baptism two things. First, notice God’s words to Jesus. They are personal, poignant, and powerful. “You are my beloved son. With you I am well pleased.” Wrapped in these words of acceptance are the blessings of identity, worth, and unwavering regard.

Second, notice that these words come just before Jesus’ temptation (which we won’t read about until the beginning of Lent) and the start of Jesus’ ministry (which we’ll return to in two weeks). This event – Jesus’ baptism – isn’t incidental to Mark’s story about Jesus, it’s foundational. Indeed, it comes immediately after the introductory verses and so stands as the very first episode of Jesus’ life Mark tells shares with us.

Similarly, Jesus’ baptism isn’t preamble to all that comes later in his life, it’s the highpoint and climax of the story in a nutshell. Again and again, as Jesus casts out unclean spirits, heals the sick, feeds the hungry, and welcomes the outcast, he will only do to others what has already been done to him, telling them via word and deed that they, too, are beloved children of God with whom God is well pleased. And the darkest moment of the story when Jesus feels absolutely abandoned is followed immediately by the story of resurrection, where the messenger testifies that God has kept God’s baptismal promise and continues to accept and honor Jesus as God’s own beloved Son. So also, at our low moments, we might remember that the God who raised Jesus from the dead is the same one who promised in baptism to never abandon us and to love and accept us always and still as beloved children, even and especially when we have a hard time loving and accepting ourselves.

This is why I think baptism is so incredibly important, because it offers us the acceptance, not merely affirmation, of the Creator of the Cosmos and thereby empowers us to accept others in turn. Baptism reminds us that wherever we may go and whatever we may do or have done to us, yet God continues to love us, accept us, and hold onto us. And for a generation that has been sold cheap affirmation as a substitute for genuine acceptance, there is no more powerful word.
· Where do you think Jesus gets his clear sense of direction from? Why do you think this?

· The words heard at Jesus' baptism, were surely meant for him. What about you and me?  Does it make sense in any way to hear them as meant for us as well?

· How does it give your life shape and meaning to know that you are God's child and that you are uniquely loved?  How does it give you a sense of direction to know that bending yourself to God's will is pleasing to God?



