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Scripture scholars tell us that the passage in the Book of Isaiah that we heard this afternoon  was written somewhere around 550 BCE. And while the entire passage is very beautiful, I’d like to draw our attention to just one verse that says, The Almighty made me into a sharpened arrow, and concealed me in God’s quiver.
Now, let’s fast forward from 550 BCE to the early 20th century, to the theologian, Teilhard de Chardin. Writing about  what we now call Conscious Evolution, Teilhard says that as mature Christians, we are called to be “the point of the arrow of evolution …  the universe that has become conscious of itself … co-creators of an unfinished evolutionary process.”

Apparently, there’s something very special to this idea of being an arrow. Whether an arrow in God’s quiver, or an arrow at the very point of evolution, we all seem called to be pointing like an arrow at something bigger than ourselves. And of course, today we celebrate the birth of the greatest pointer of them all – John the Baptist, whom we heard referred in the Acts of the Apostles as the herald of Christ, the one who pointed the way to another …  the one who realized that while whatever he was doing was good and right and his call at the moment – there was always something more, something bigger, to be pointed to.

It’s interesting to note that John the Baptist is one of only two saints in the liturgical calendar whose birthdays we celebrate. For all the other saints, our Church celebrates the fact they have died and now live in peace and joy with God for all eternity. But for John the Baptist – and for Mary, the Mother of Jesus – the Church seems to be saying, Not only is it important that we celebrate the fact that the saints have gone home to God; in these two cases, it’s more important to celebrate the fact that John the Baptist  and Mary were born into the human race as arrows pointing to something more than just the goodness of their own lives.  
So what is it exactly that John is pointing to? Well, the simple answer, of course, is that John is an arrow pointing to Jesus -- to Jesus, the Promised Messiah … the one whose sandal John says he’s not worthy to unfasten …  the one who is to come.  But remember -- as Richard Rohr likes to tell us  – in scripture, there’s always something more to be uncovered than just the obvious. There’s always some deeper, more primal piece of human wisdom that’s there for us to discover. So let’s look for that.
In this case, scripture tells us that John is preaching a message of repentance. And we know that, etymologically, that word repentance comes to us from the French, penser, to think. So re-penser  -- from which comes the word re-pentance – really means to think again, to give a second thought to something. Repentance, it turns out, is not so much a call to radically change our sinful behavior  as it is a call to think twice about things …  a call not to settle for whatever we’ve been taught all our lives, but to be open to the possibility of learning something more, something bigger, something deeper than what we have always known. 
John the Baptist knew this. Even though people came to the River Jordan because of him & his reputation, John was comfortable telling his followers that there was someone coming who would be even more important than he. John even encouraged them to follow Jesus. John pointed to a greater reality. He was an arrow in God’s quiver, a point on the evolutionary arrow of knowing more about God than the world had known up to that point in time.

So today, I think that’s what we celebrate today about John the Baptist. We celebrate his message to us – we are all called to repentance. We are all called to think twice about who we are, and how we actually live the Christ Life that is in each of us. In the words of Isaiah, we are called to remember that it’s not enough just to do God’s bidding. We’re called to go beyond that – we’re called to live consciously as light for the nations and salt for the world. We’re called to be arrows whose lives point to the reality of the Divine Presence in all that is. Known to God from the time we were stitched together in our mother’s womb, like John the Baptist, our call is to herald the  face of God in Jesus, to announce that all creation is Good & Holy.        
1

