Homily
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1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent is known as “Laetare Sunday --- a Latin liturgical term meaning, “Be joyful.” We might find it difficult in the middle of these perilous times to be encouraged to rejoice.  Yet we are already halfway to Easter and we anticipate --- with joy --- the Resurrection.  As Christians, there is always time and reason to be glad --- and to smile.
Today we are invited to focus our attention on sight, blindness, light and darkness.
The first reading, taken from the First Book of Samuel, describes the anointing of David as the second king of Israel, and illustrates how blind we are in our judgments and how much we need God’s help. 
In the second reading, St. Paul reminds the Ephesians of their new responsibility to live as children of the light, producing every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.” 
In today’s Responsorial Psalm, (Ps 23), we celebrate the care of God, our Good Shepherd, who keeps us safe in the darkness of this world. And in our Gospel, Jesus heals the man born blind from birth. The man is left to explain the healing to his neighbors and people who were not friendly to Jesus. His parents were called in for their opinions, authorities questioned him several times and to all  --- the man born blind told them what he knew: “I used to be blind, and now I can see.
I believe that these words, “I used to be blind, and now I can see,” are not calling us to ponder the details of the healing – the mud, the saliva, or the washing in the pool of Siloam nor the ethics of the Hebrew culture. 
Rather, these words are calling on us to walk in the fullness of God’s light and love.
So what can we glean from this Gospel?

First, what struck me was how human it is to allot blame in the face of tragedy.  The disciples said to Jesus: Rabbi, was it this individual’s sin that caused the blindness, or that of his parents?” 
We see this right now, with people pointing xenophobic fingers about the Coronavirus. God doesn’t pass out cancer cells, birth defects, tornados, strokes, car wrecks or pandemics. The place to find God is not at the forefront of misfortune and tragedy but in the midst of it, working there to bring forth something new that redeems and transforms. As Rev. Michael Curry reminds us, “If it isn’t about love, it isn’t about God.”
Second, the text points out that God’s power is not revealed in times and places of contentment. Biblical stories demonstrate that it is in the times of challenge and tragedy that God’s power shines through the brightest. In thinking of my life and the lives of others, I know, I can see where God’s power has been revealed.  We are facing an incredible challenge globally in Covid-19.  The question is: Where is God’s power being revealed in front of us --- or through us?

Third, this story illustrates the difference between theological arguments and transformational experiences. The person that Jesus healed doesn’t care about any internal church politics that are taking place between Jesus and the Pharisees. All he knows is that he had an encounter with God, in Jesus, and he “used to be blind, but now he sees.”
Fourth, Jesus is showing us how the cosmos works --- if we have eyes to see. The author, Michael Dowd, reminds us that creation is infinitely complex. We are the most potent, productive beings ever to inhabit the planet --- and yet we are just microscopic dots compared with the entirety of the universe ---- and something that is a microscopic dot to us ---the COVID 19 virus --- can change our lives greatly. 
Jesus healing of the person born blind makes known to us that the most powerful force in the universe is not gravity or time but love. It is the energy on which all else is developed.
Over fifty years ago, John Lennon sang the words, “I read the news today, oh boy” ----- and now the news doesn’t just come every day --- it comes every second.  And it delivers such fear, such heartbreak.  Yet, if we look deep enough, we see that it also delivers love, which is being exhibited in so many ways today.
1. While we are running away from the virus, doctors --- nurses --- medical workers --- are running to it.

2. Neighbors are leaving gift baskets at the doors of senior citizens. Our neighbor left one yesterday at our door.
3. People are offering support to affected families via meals, errands, emails, phone calls, prayers.
Jesus is showing us today that we are all a part of a common humanity, and, especially now, we have an opportunity to turn darkness into light. In the words of J. K. Rowling, “Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light.”
Jesus is inviting us to turn on the light of compassion, kindness, generosity and love.  Love is the greatest power for healing in the universe. 
So lets take good care, let our little light shine, and remember what the spiritual teacher, Ram Dass, always reminded us, “We are just walking each other home.”
Amen. 

At his time, I invite anyone who wishes to offer a reflection on the homily or the readings to do so. Please announce your name before you speak and when you are finished, we will pause for just a few seconds before the next speaker begins.
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