Thirteenth Sunday Ordinary Time, year C
Kings: 19:16b, 19-21

Galatians 5: 1, 13-18

Luke 9: 51-62

Here we are on this glorious June Sunday in Ordinary Time.  An American pop singer from the 1940’s told us to “Roll out those lazy, crazy, hazy days of summer.  You’ll wish that summer could always be here.”

The church calls these days the days of Ordinary Time.  The Advent and Christmas seasons, as well as Lent, Holy Week and Easter are finished for this liturgical year.  We don’t have any special season for which to prepare. Ordinary time, “ordinary” has almost become pejorative:  who wants to just be ordinary?  We might just want to kick back with Nat King Cole, just thinking of those days “of sodas, and pretzels, and beer.”  Ordinary things for ordinary time.

But today’s readings are not about kicking back and enjoying life.  The connecting thread weaving its way through today’s readings is the call to discipleship.  It is the insistent invitation of our God to follow the example of Jesus, to open our hearts and live as servants to and for each other.

At the beginning of this passage from Luke’s gospel, Jesus and the disciples are heading for Jerusalem.  They must pass through a Samaritan village en route, when they refuse the invitation of the local villagers to stay, angry words are exchanged.  We know from other passages in the New Testament, Jews and Samaritans don’t have much of a regard for one another.  James and John who are traveling with Jesus want to engage in a first century style nuclear war:  “Do you want us to call down fire and brimstone to consume them?”
Destroy our enemies, get rid of anyone who doesn’t see things our way, who doesn’t treat us the way we think we should be treated, build a wall and keep them out, deport them, sit down, be quiet, get out of my way, I’m right, you are wrong.  The list goes on and on.  Jesus didn’t want James and John to solve any of  those differences then by using violence. For those of us who are disciples today, the same principle applies:  doing violence to the other is not what God asks of us.

The other readings for today give us a more detailed picture of what discipleship entails. In the first reading, God instructs Elijah to go to Elisha and anoint him as successor.  Many of us as part of our working careers have had to assist in training of the person who will eventually be doing our former job.  Some people--and I think it may be a majority of us--don’t like being “replaced.”  If we have been successful at what we did, we somehow can’t imagine anyone else will be quite as good or equally effective in that job as we had been.  Perhaps Elijah had that feeling about being a prophet to God’s people.  His replacement, this young guy who plows fields, really? Elijah doesn’t even give Elisha any encouragement about being chosen, in fact, he even discourages him from responding so quickly to the call. And yet, Elisha follows anyway.  Sometimes it’s that way for us too.  We may feel we are doing God’s work or God’s will as best as we can, but we are rejected or unwanted by others.  That is when it is hardest to allow God to keep working in us, and on us, and through us.  Near the end of this portion of Luke’s gospel, we meet three people who have been listening to Jesus preach and feel compelled to do more than just listen.  Each of the three comes to Jesus wanting to volunteer and get involved in his new way of living.

The first would-be disciple approaches Jesus.  He has every confidence he is “perfect for the job.” But when he learns there aren’t many perks attached to following Jesus, he turns away. 
The second would-be disciple wants to wrap-up his responsibilities at home. But, Jesus says, “No, leave it all behind.  Come follow me.”

The third person doesn’t seem to realize that the call to discipleship is urgent:  the time is now, no turning back, not even any looking back.  Pay attention to what is ahead of you.

None of the three wants to let go of everything to follow Jesus in this call to radical discipleship.  They all have reasonable requests to delay answering their call.

But, there is no room for half measures when following Jesus.  In our lives we too can come up with good excuses.  But Jesus wants all of our hearts, all of our attention.  Through baptism we have been called to live a life transformed by the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s letter to the Galatians reminds the people that there are indeed things they must do to follow Jesus. And, there are also things that that disciples must not do.  We have been called to freedom, he reminds them and us. We are no longer held back by keeping the old law.  The new law is to love one another.  This new law sets us above the limitations of the law. One thing disciples may not do is gossip or put others down.

Today as the politics and rhetoric during the time leading up to the political conventions scheduled for Cleveland and Philadelphia heat up, St. Paul’s message could not be timelier.  Will we too get caught up in the political mudslinging and name calling? Will we repeat half-truths and gossip?
Anglican Bishop John Shelby Spong reminds us that even though we are uncertain as to where we should seek the presence of Jesus, we still yearn to know him and to answer the call to discipleship.
As we seek Jesus and answer his call in our daily lives, with renewed hope and strength may we be servants to the powerless, the marginalized, the sick, the immigrants, the forgotten and unwanted.  All these, Jesus reminds us are children of our loving God, and thus our very brothers and sisters.
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