6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 15:15-20
February 16, 2020
1 Cor 2:6-10

Matthew 5:17-37
Presider:  Sirach says we should keep the commandments because it is loyal to God to do so. Jesus says not just keep the word of the commandments, but the spirit also. We need to do this not because of obedience but because of love. As we offer prayers to strengthen our pursuit of this love, our response will be: God, help us to love as you do.
Reader:

For Pope Francis and all church leaders, that they recognize the spirit of the law Jesus preached requires acceptance of everyone regardless of their gender, sexuality, or race we pray: God, help us to love as you do.
For elected officials at all levels of government, that they support laws that lift up those most in need, we pray: God, help us to love as you do.
For our world, that all people work to reverse the effects of climate change to make our planet livable for future generations, we pray: God, help us to love as you do.
The United Nations designates this Thursday, February 20, as World Day of Social Justice to encourage people to look at how social justice affects poverty eradication and focuses on the goal of achieving full employment and support for social integration, we pray for those on the margins of society: God, help us to love as you do.
For our local communities, especially Baltimore City, for an end to violence and the disregard for life, we pray: God, help us to love as you do.
For our Living Water community, that we continue to be place of welcome and acceptance to everyone we meet, we pray: God, help us to love as you do.
For whom else and what else shall we pray……
