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    Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper – Holy Thursday – March 28th, 2013


The Passover and the Exodus that follows are the defining moments in the life of Israel. This year, this week, the Jewish community worldwide is celebrating the Passover with their traditional seder dinners. It is one of the Jewish cornerstones of faith that Moses put into action what God called him to do, resulting in the Israelites being able to exit Egypt and journey towards the “Promised Land.” The Passover is an annual memorial of the amazing redemptive act of God that formed God’s first people. The Passover was eaten in great haste and expectation.  Over the centuries, this sense of urgency became transformed into an expectation of the Messiah, who was to come that night.

Can the Passover and the Exodus be defining moments in our own Christian faith journey?  I believe they can!  First, we look to Jesus for salvation.  Jesus’ personal and religious identity was totally connected with the Passover and the Exodus. Jesus was Jewish and was formed and informed by his religious tradition and heritage. His family were observant and practicing their Jewish faith as did the first apostles! God chose our Jewish brothers and sisters as the peole from whom Jesus would come. 


Second, the Passover and Exodus are now metaphors for what God does through Christ in all of our lives.  We know what it’s like to be in a place of desolation—to be stuck or to be confined by our body, mind, or soul.


It’s good for us to remember in the midst of our Holy Thursday liturgy that the Passover in Egypt and the Last Supper, upon which our liturgy is based this night, were celebrated in the most desolate circumstances.  The Israelites were in exile and were slaves in a land and culture far away from their religion and their heritage.  For Jesus, it was the eve of his passion and death.  The Israelites held on to the hope and faith that they would be freed from bondage.  Jesus held on to the hope that God would remain faithful to him.  For Israel, their hopes and faith led to the Exodus.  For Jesus, it led to the resurrection.


No matter what situation you find yourself in this Easter, but especially if you need a sign of hope, Jesus comes to you.  Jesus calls you by name and washes your feet so that you can find a way out of your enslavement.  Once you are free, you can help Jesus liberate others.  May the washing of your feet this night be a pouring out of yourself in renewed baptism.  May the Eucharist this night be a bread of freedom to help you be free and stay free.
