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When I first looked at today's reading, I noticed that it was the Sadducees who were trying to trap Jesus, not the usual Pharisees. In previous verses, the high priests sent spies to question Jesus. In these verses, the
Sadducees themselves directly confronted him. Time for a little research.
The Sadducees were an elitist, conservative group who very much wanted to maintain the priestly caste. They rejected any oral interpretations of the Torah and insisted on the literal interpretation of the written law as defined by Moses. They did not believe in an after life, but rather on the establishment of a theocratic community on earth as written in the Mosaic Tradition, Possibly with them in control.
That bring said, let's look at contents of today's gospel. As we will see, for the point to be made, it had to be the Sadducees who did the questioning. They begin with reminding Jesus of what Moses had written regarding a man who dies childless but who leaves a wife. Moses writes that in these circumstances, it is the duty of the deceased man's brother to marry her. Jesus is given the unlikely scenario of a woman, because of the death of her
husband is married to each of his seven brothers. Kind of one bride for seven brothers.
Their concern is not for the woman. After all, unlike most widows of the time, she at least has a roof over her head until she dies, probably from exhaustion! Their concern is: "That wife, now, in the resurrection, whose wife is she?".
I don't have the feeling that they really care about her marital status.
They throw up Moses and what he wrote to Jesus. Surely even Jesus would not contradict Moses and what he wrote! It is with this elaborate and unlikely that they hope to trap Jesus.
Jesus, Christ Sophia, gives them an answer and corrects them on two points. He states that, first of all, in the resurrection no one is married. There is no need, there is no issue here. Secondly, and I think this is most important, he goes straight back to Moses and his encounter with the burning bush. Jesus also provides them with a free grammar lesson.
Remember that in the story Moses asks Yahweh for a name. The is going to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, he needs "star power", he needs a really big name. Who is going to listen to him, a nobody who tends his father in law's flock? Jesus reminds them of Yahweh's response. "I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." I am, not I was. God's self definition is that of a God of the living, not of the dead. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and this woman are all living in God.
The Sadducees denied the resurrection, but Jesus proclaims and, using their ancestor, Moses, proves it.
Wanted to conclude this homily with a personal note, but my mind was blank. Then I remembered Diane. Several years ago I was involved with a support group called "Make Today Count". It was a group for cancer patients and their families. Diane was a young Jewish woman in the terminal phase of her illness. Shortly before she died, I asked her if she believed in a life after death, in resurrection.
She told me that she did not believe in anything after death. She would live on in her sons. Had never met anyone who thought life ended with death. It reminded me of Peggy Lee's song, "Is That All There Is?".
I could not understand her beliefs. Calmly and bravely she fazed what she thought was the end of her self
In remembering Diane, the full message of this gospel became very clear. Jesus was not only confirming resurrection, Jesus was confirming and proclaiming hope.
Am going to close now by paraphrasing Fr Jim Schmitmyer. I have substituted his word, "sacrifice" with my word, "hope".
"It is the power of hope that brings us to that place Heaven, that level of existence beyond our imagining where all is healed and all suffering is set right; where all is love and death is nothing more than a bad dream."
When my time comes, I believe that Diane is there waiting for me, waiting with a sheepish grin.
