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Exodus 17:3-7     Ps. 95
Rom. 5:1-2, 5-8
John 4:4-5,19-26,39,40-42

As we begin this third week of Lent, things are not the same old, same old! Our world is in turmoil, entire countries are in quarantine, travel is curtailed, in some countries, crowds of more than 250 people are discouraged, sports games are cancelled, theaters are dark. All of this to help control a spread of the corona virus. Changing our behavior so we can protect ourselves and others. We wash our hands, we keep a safe distance from each other, we work from home, we take classes on line, we explain to our little ones that we must take care and be safe. We pray for our scientific community that through their diligent work a cure can be found, research will bring a preventive vaccine. And we hope. We ask ourselves Is God with us or not?

In the first reading from Exodus, the same question was asked by the Israelites once they had gotten away from Egypt. They were thirsty and out in the desert. Moses, we need water, we shall die without water. Why has God brought us here only to die of thirst? And so, God gives them water from a rock. God knows what they needed, and through Moses, provides them the life-giving water.

John’s gospel gives us a lengthy story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman who had come to draw water. Our Roman tradition does not give the woman a name, she is known only as the Samaritan woman. The Eastern Church celebrates the woman as a saint. Photina is revered as one of the first of the women apostles. After her conversation with Jesus, he sends her to tell her family and friends. She goes back to the village spreading the good news. The whole village comes to believe in Jesus.

Jesus and Photina break the custom and tradition of their Mediterranean world. A woman’s place was in the home. Women did not go out in public unchaperoned; they were not welcome I the marketplace where men would gather, and they definitely did not speak to men.

But John shows this woman doing all of those things with Jesus and Jesus treats her respectfully as though she and he are equals. Breaking both tradition and custom, Jesus asks her for a drink of water. During their discussion, they speak to each other several times, speaking of politics, religion and family relations. When Photina leaves to go to the village, she is acting as Mary Magdalene. She is bringing the good news to others.
In our own day, we find too much of our tradition overlooks the truth Jesus tells us about God in this story: God is the God of both men and women; of both Samaritans and Jews; the God of Hindus and Sikhs and Muslims; of Democrats and Republicans and Independents. And of everyone else.

John has used this story of discrimination, exclusion and misogyny to show us that God Is both sides of this. Our call as imitators of Christ is to do the same. Is God with us or not? Yes, with us, in us among us. All of us.
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