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Is. 32:15-19
Psalm 72

Phil. 4:6-9

Matt. 5: 1-10

Sixty-six years ago, Pope Paul VI dedicated this Sunday to prayer for universal peace. Since then, January 1, the first day of the new year every Pope has issued a declaration on social justice. We know that justice and peace are totally linked.  Without justice there can be no peace. Social justice has come to include, but is not limited to, human rights, women’s rights, economic development, the sacredness of life, international diplomacy, globalization, care for the earth, and terrorism.
In the readings for today we heard Isaiah’s reminder that justice will bring about peace, right produces calm and security. God’s people will live in a peaceful country in secure dwellings, and quiet resting places.
The psalm echoes the promise of peace: justice shall flourish and fullness of peace forever.

In Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi, he promises that God’s own peace will stand guard over their hearts and minds.

The gospel proclaims the peacemakers shall be called blessed.

Peace is and should be a big deal for people who follow Christ. We offer peace to each other at every mass, Jesus used the greeting “Peace be with you: to his disciples and apostles with great frequently after his resurrection.

When we look around our world, it is not hard to find wars, conflicts, crises, insurgencies, rebellions and unrest. Peace is not to be found anywhere next to these situations.

Beginning this new year, the list of countries torn apart by no peace goes from Afghanistan to Ukraine and Yemen. The U.S. is directly involved in several conflicts right now. There are many undeclared conflicts within our own country, in our neighborhood and sadly in our own families. And yet, each of us right here in this church today have been called by Jesus to be peace makers. Called to stand with the marginalized, to speak for those with no voice, anyone victimized and put out into the margins of our society.

The -isms that afflict us are many: racism, classism, xenophobia, islamophobia, homophobia, deniers of climate change, gun violence, drugs, economic inequality, just to name a few.
But you and I can bring peace when we direct our thoughts and actions to what is true, respectable, honest, decent and praiseworthy. Every time we mend a quarrel, keep a promise, forego a grudge, forgive an enemy, apologize when we are wrong, express our gratitude, search out a forgotten friend or relative, listen, try to understand and a million other acts of kindness or tenderness, we act and are peacemakers.

Last Sunday we celebrated the birth of the prince of peace. Our world longs for peace. We need peace more than ever. Peace in ourselves, in our families, neighborhoods, country and world.

Some of us use the beginning of a new year to set intentions to be better and to do better. This year may we be peace, live in peace and spread peace.

Isaiah told us that the spirit has been poured out on us and on our work for justice. So let there be peace on earth. And you know how the rest of the song verse goes: And let it begin with me.  Amen
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