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1 Samuel 3: 3b-10, 19

Psalm 40
1Cor. 6: 13c-15a, 17-20

John 1: 35-42


Probably many of us have spent this past week putting away Christmas decorations, recycling live trees and wreaths, storing the special dishes and linens, and generally getting back to normal. The Church calendar calls this season “Ordinary Time.” The word ordinary comes to us from the Latin ordo which means to line up and put in place. Further etymology reveals the influence of the Middle English word ordinary meaning “the usual.” Today we take a break from the feasts of Christmas and return to what is usual. It will soon enough be time to focus our gaze on Lent and the preparations for Easter.


In the life of a Christian, what is usual? Our readings today give us a hint. The book of Samuel gives us a glimpse of how God uses dreams and ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things. In John’s gospel passage, we read about Jesus catching a bit of the preaching of John the Baptist. In this version of the meeting of Jesus and John, John does not actually baptize Jesus.  John’s role in this account is simply to give witness to Jesus who he calls “the Lamb of God.” Verse 8 notes “He (John) was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light.”

When Jesus walks by John, John stops midsentence to point out Jesus.  Some of the folks listening to John become curious about Jesus.  They want to get to know him.  Jesus tells them to “come and see.” It is the same invitation Jesus extends to each of us.  Come, and see.  Andrew goes to get his brother Peter; Nathaniel goes to get Philip.  These men were awake, unlike Samuel in the first reading.  However the response from them is just about the same:  Speak, your servant is listening.  A mantra that is relevant for us today.


Such ordinary things:  listening and paying attention.  That is really what we are called to do as well.  Jesus says to each of us:  Come and see.

The people listened to Jesus and understood bit by bit, that he offered a promise of hope and new life.  The world of the Apostles was rife with poverty and injustice.  Jesus taught justice.  It was a land of wars and violence.  Jesus preached non-violence.  Greed, over-abundance, piling up wealth for yourself was the way to live.  Jesus preached sharing what you have. And in the midst of power hungry rulers, Jesus modeled servant leadership.


The world of the apostles is not that different from the world in which we find ourselves today. We are surrounded by racism--no need to repeat the latest words of the current President-- yet Jesus reminds us we all belong to the family of God.


Some people who worship power and money are destroying our planet.  Jesus’ teaching reminds us to revere all creation.


The way is not always easy.  Sometimes we get weary of fighting what seems to be a losing battle.  We may need someone like Eli in the first reading in our own lives.  He was able to hear the voice of God calling Samuel.  He was able to direct Samuel to listen and see what God had in mind.


Unlike John the Baptist, we are to be both witnesses to the light as well as bearers of the light. Through our baptism into Christ, we truly are the Christ who brings light to those with no hope, those who feel excluded, those who experience injustice, those without a voice and with not power.


In ordinary ways, and on ordinary days, we are called to listen and pay attention.  We gather strength from each other, from this meal we share and we find life-giving and powerful love in the actions of ordinary people doing good for each other and bringing light to the world
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