Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
3rd Sunday in Advent / Gaudete Sunday / B
December 14, 2014
Isaiah 61:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8; 19-28;
Psalm is Luke 1, Mary’s Magnificat – I will greatly rejoice in you, O Lord. 


We’re now officially into the Third Week in Advent. This is the time of year when the days are shortest and the nights are longest. We’re in the middle of the darkest season of the year, when we anticipate the return of the light … when we look forward to the birth of the Christ who is that Light (with a capital L). 


As we lit the three candles on the Advent Wreath this morning, we remembered three invitations that Advent extends to us. 

· First, during Advent we are invited  to live in HOPE – or as Joan Chittister puts it – HOPE is the idea that God has been with us before … why would God not be with us now? So we light a candle, and we live in HOPE. 

· Second, during Advent we are invited to believe in PEACE. Advent promises us that as surely as the light will begin to return on the day of the winter solstice (next Sunday), PEACE will always return to our world. And as we said at Mass last weekend, so long as we are committed to work for JUSTICE, we can believe that PEACE will always come. So we light a candle, and we believe in PEACE.

· And third, during Advent, we are reminded to find a reason for JOY. In our second reading, we heard Paul tell the Thessalonians in no uncertain terms, Rejoice always! God has promised to bring good news to the poor … to bind the wounds of the brokenhearted … to proclaim liberty to captives … to release those in bondage. If we look around carefully enough, there’s always something to be joyous about. So we light a candle, and we find a reason for JOY. 
To summarize – every year this time, our faith tells us to live in HOPE … to believe in PEACE … to find a reason for JOY. But what a tall order that is! 
· It’s been more than seven months since those 200 young Nigerian girls were kidnapped  by Boko Haram – how do hold onto the hope that they will ever be returned to their homes?  
· The brutality of ISIS continues to spread throughout the Middle East in executions and persecutions and genocide – how can we believe that peace will ever flourish there? 
· And in our own country, night after night, we see images of police brutality and angry rioting and looting in response to that brutality – how can we ever find a reason for joy so long as that continues?

In the face of these realities, I almost want to ask how dare our Church invite us to hope, to peace, and to joy? What a hollow sound Paul’s words have, as he says Rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks for everything. That’s surely the Advent message. But how do we live that out? What real meaning can Advent  have in the real lives of real people who live in a real world, and who are gathered here today?


I’d like us to have a bit of conversation about this. And I guess I invite us all to ponder this question : In the face of so much in our world, in our communities and in our lives that threatens to keep us in the darkness, what do we do – what can we do – to live in hope, believe in peace, and find a reason for the joy? Or put more simply, when Darkness threatens, how do we keep our eyes on the Light? 
(Discussion to follow.)    
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