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Signs of the New Creation

I had to laugh when I read the passage from St. Paul which we heard read today. Sometimes Paul’s blunt manner is so appropriate in the world we live in today! He gets right down to the nitty gritty. Paul is basically telling us to get a grip, to get outside of ourselves and our usual self-absorbed preoccupations – in this case the obsession of the Judaizers with the need for the new Christians to observe the Law by  requiring  circumcision. (A few verses before this passage begins, Paul writes, “LOOK HOW BIG THESE LETTERS ARE when I write to you in my own hand!) In other words, LISTEN UP! He really wants their attention. He really wants the Galatians to get outside of the box and hear his message which is: “It means nothing whether one bothers with the externals of religion or not. All that matters – all that matters - is that one is created ANEW!”  Paul has named the debilitating pathology of our society: the preoccupation with self. New creation, he points out, is about being open to change – about being open to the works of God. People who are preoccupied with self – who are self-fulfilling and self-securing – have no power for new creation.

This focus on the new creation gives entry to the day’s gospel reading. Jesus sends his disciples out, admonishing them to “travel light;” – no purse, no bag, no sandals. He tells them to focus on their assignment of healing the sick, as a sign that the new reign of God is very near. The disciples return from their journey, reporting that they did indeed have power over demons to enact new creation among those who had been disabled and immobilized. “Lord, in your name,” they cried joyfully, “even the demons submit to us.” – To which Jesus, replies, “I have given you authority, and nothing will hurt you.” Paul and the disciples in Luke agree: Jesus, the Anointed One, has anointed all who follow him, and has thus made possible a geometric progression – indeed an infinite number of signs of the new creation that the reign of God is. 

This gospel passage, in effect, summons us away from the preoccupation with self that infects our whole society. This gospel passage leads us to focus on the power of the suffering love made manifest in the cross of Christ  - love for lepers, for the demon-possessed, for all those denied the fullness of life – that love that imbues us with transformative power, that love that makes all things new. No wonder the disciples returned from their mission with joy!

The question we have to ask ourselves is this: what is our authority today as followers of Jesus? How do we go about being signs of the new creation? In today’s gospel reading, Jesus told his disciples to pack light. He said a lot of don’t bring this and don’t bring that, right? They (and we) are only told what not to take. We might ask ourselves, what are some of the things that we could offload today when seeking to model the new creation? Maybe we have to offload apathy because apathy won’t attract anyone. It simply doesn’t offer relationship, and therefore, it cannot serve to create hope for new beginnings. Maybe we need to sift out love of comfort? Going beyond our comfort zone is necessary to reach out to those on the margins, those who most need to experience the possibility of new creation. And what about certitude concerning the outcome of the mission? What if we fail? Jesus no doubt often struggled with this question right up to the end when all odds were that he had failed? And then there is desire for recognition? Will what I do matter or be just a blip in history? These are all different varieties of buffers – buffers we use to protect ourselves against bruising and rejection. We pack them as protection when what we really ought to be packing is humility (down-to-earthness, knowing who we are deep down), and a real spirit of service, and a deep desire to convey, to interpret the good news into language and actions that today’s world can recognize as real possibility when it comes to new creation.

As disciples we are called to make ourselves available, but also to remember that it is the reign of God we are proclaiming, not ourselves or our own community and its activities. As disciples, we are called to pray - and to listen -  in order to understand from what it is that people seek to be delivered today. As disciples, we must always ask ourselves how we can best convey to people what it is that God promises – namely, a deep peace called shalom that surpasses any sort of security that the world might offer. It is a peace that comes from leaving behind the self-absorption that insists on total control of one’s own relationship with God and others. It is about allowing the creative power of God to re-create us and the world around us of which we are an integrative part. It is about interdependence - about becoming a willing partner in the new creation. 

Today’s gospel assures us that Jesus is calling us all to be his disciples in mission. It makes clear that ministry belongs to regular folks who are willing to embrace the prophetic nature of caring for others. The reign of God is co-created by and belongs to those who have faith that working in God’s name can make a difference where there is sickness and pain, loss of hope and despair. 


We are called! In the words of Isaiah, we and those to whom we witness can “see and our hearts can rejoice.” And we can echo the words of Psalm 66: “Come and see the works of God…..come and hear what God has done for us!”

