Third Sunday of Ordinary Time
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1Cor. 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20


Nearly all of us present have lived long enough to know what a telethon is.  The idea of raising money to use for a particular cause is nothing new.  In 1966 Jerry Lewis hosted a new kind of fund raiser.  People called into the television studio to pledge money.  People called in to be involved. In today’s readings, it is God who is doing the calling.  It is not for fundraising and it is not just for this weekend.


The first reading from the book of Jonah tells us that Jonah has already had one call.  This is his second. We know that his original response to God’s call was to hit the road--literally. Jonah ran away to Joppa, bought a passage on a ship headed to Tarshish, the opposite direction from where God wanted him. “Fly me to the Moon,” or “I’m leaving on a Jet Plane” could have been his theme songs. But God would not be undone by Jonah’s acts.  Jonah was needed in Nineveh and God gave him an offer he couldn’t refuse!

We know about the terrible storm, the fear of the sailors and captain, and of the lost cargo tossed overboard to lighten the ship.


The last straw for the terrified captain was going below deck to find Jonah sound asleep.  After lengthy questioning, the sailors discover Jonah is running away from his God.  Jonah admits he is the cause of the storm and volunteers to leave the ship.  We know Jonah has a three day rest in the belly of a large fish and has time to rethink his response to God’s call.  The fish spits Jonah onto the beach at Nineveh, and he begins his call of warning to the people. After the very first day, people respond by wearing sackcloth and sitting in ashes.  It was the sign of repentance.  The people are ready to change their lives and return to God.


The gospel of Mark continues the idea of call.  Jesus has returned from his 40 days and nights of fasting and prayer.  He begins to gather the people who will become his apostles and disciples. He calls two sets of brothers:  Peter and Andrew, and James and John.  They are all fishermen and friends.  They are men accustomed to hard and long labor. Scripture tells us they immediately left their fathers and their businesses to follow Jesus.

We have the luxury of hindsight.  Two thousand years later, we see how the apostles had to learn again and again what it meant to follow Jesus.  Unlike Jonah, they answered the call right away.  What about us?  We too have been invited to follow.  We too are to be fishers of humankind.


St. Paul reminds us the time is short.  He gives us a list of prescriptions to follow.  He reminds us this is not our final home, that we must make the kingdom of heaven our focus, and the love of God our mission. He reminded the people of Corinth to remember what was important.

So, here we are in the 21st century. Nearly two thousand years after Paul tells us the time is short.  Where is our focus?  How are we responding to the call God gives us each day?


Are we like Jonah looking for the next distraction keeping us too busy to answer God’s call?  Are we like the Corinthians, only concerned with buying and selling, so busy with our possessions they have now possessed us?


Are we like Peter, Andrew, James and John?  Are we ready at a moment’s notice to hear Jesus say “whatever you do for the least of my sisters or brothers, you do for me?” Do we notice those with no voice, and use ours to speak for them? Are we doers of the word or only hearers?


Do we use our personal gifts for the good of others? Do we look after the orphan and the widow, welcome the stranger, feed the hungry, visit the sick and those imprisoned?


The time is short.  We don’t even need to wait for a telethon to call in our pledge.  The invitation to build the City of God has been issued.  God waits for our response.


It is our practice here at Living Water to open the homily to you. So, at this time, you are invited to share your reflections. 
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