Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year C March 13, 2016
Isaiah 43:16-21

Philippians 3:8-14

John 8:1-11


When Lent began little over a month ago, we publicly bore ashes on our foreheads to remind ourselves and one another that we are made of the stardust that comes from God, and one day we shall return to that stardust.


We were invited to go into the desert with Jesus.  It was there Jesus figured out who he was and what his mission was to be about.  He invited us to take a good look at ourselves to re-align our priorities in life.


Once again we have been invited to return to God with all our hearts, to seek our God where God may be found, and call to our God who is so near.


The readings selected for today’s liturgy, nearing the end of Lent and bringing us right to Palm Sunday and Holy Week, clearly speak about reconciliation.  Isaiah reminds us “to forget the events of the past. Look, God tells us, I am doing something new.” Contemporary spiritual writer, Franciscan priest, Richard Rohr writes, “God does not love me if and when I change.  God loves me so that I can change.”  It is God’s grace at work in each of us calling us to a deeper love and more authentic relationship with the Holy One.

A different passage from John’s gospel is read each year on the fifth Sunday of Lent. You may have noticed that John’s gospel is used at various points during the liturgical season, no matter whose gospel may be the gospel of the year.  For example, during the Cycle A year, we mostly hear the gospel of Matthew; in Cycle B we mostly hear the gospel of Mark. And, in our current cycle, year C, we mostly hear the gospel of Luke.  John’s gospel is not read during a liturgical year, but is instead interspersed throughout all three cycle years during the seasons of Lent and Easter.  In Holy Week, we will read John’s account of the Passion on Good Friday, and it will be John’s account of the last supper on Holy Thursday which will remind us that as disciples we must each be servants to one another. John’s gospel is used during this sacred part of the liturgical year.  The style of John’s gospel is totally different from the writings of Matthew, Mark and Luke.  The Synoptic gospels, as they are called, from the Greek meaning the same eye, records Jesus teachings in parables and short sayings.  John’s gospel however uses symbolic language and long theological discourses to teach his disciples. And so, when the liturgical lectionaries were revised with Vatican II, the readings from John’s gospel were reserved for special use-- Kind of like company silverware and good dishes.  

So here we are today reading a passage from John that makes me smile, in spite of myself.  Think about it, Jesus is teaching in the Temple area, serious stuff, right? We are never told what he is teaching because--wait for it--some religious scholars and Pharisees burst in on Jesus dragging the woman caught in the act of adultery. Presumably the man was a faster runner and was not caught. I don’t know about you, but I feel like I am watching a reality show that has somehow morphed into an R-rated movie:  Caught in the very act of adultery, really?  Whatever were these religious leaders and Pharisees doing on this Sabbath?

 But this is not really the point of this gospel passage, or is it? Each of us is supposed to be looking after our own affairs, keeping track of our own actions and words, not trying to catch someone else out in their actions.  Pope Francis tells us there is danger when we presume ourselves righteous enough to judge others.  In this way, he writes, we presume to judge God, thinking that God should surely punish sinners and condemn them.  Pope Francis reminds us that in our heart there must be mercy, because if all we do is keep God’s laws, but are without love, we are really not in communion with God. St. Paul puts it more picturesquely:  without love we are a clanging bell, a noisy gong.

Jesus takes the idea of forgiveness one step further:  Let the one without sin throw the first stone.  And we know the ending so well:  the audience drifts away, one by one, beginning with the older scholars and Pharisees.  Soon, there is no one but Jesus and the woman. Jesus does not condemn her, but he instead reminds her:  from now on, change your heart, from now on, sin no more.


In the second reading, Paul tells his beloved friends in Philippi that he is still running the race towards God. “I haven’t reached the finish line, but I’m not worried about what is ahead. My entire attention is on the finish line.” These are words that can apply to our lives in this 21st century.  I am not worried about what is ahead; my attention is on the finish line. That finish line where God is all, everyone is loved, accepted and not judged.

Reconciliation and turning our hearts back to God is our goal today.  Our true identity is our connectedness to God.  Sin is primarily living outside that union with God.  We simply need to reconnect with our Infinite Source. Reconciliation is about awakening, not accomplishing BECAUSE we can’t work up a union with God.  We are already there.  St. Paul tells each of us that “Before the world began, we were already chosen.  We can’t get there, we can only be there.  It is about realizing, not performing.  So, it is with this invitation to Grace, that we thank God for the healing and mercy each of us received through the sacrament of reconciliation we celebrated at the beginning of our liturgy today.

We move now to this final week of Lent, knowing that next Sunday we will join Jesus in his parade of triumph through Jerusalem.  We will also be with him at his holy meal with his beloved family and friends. On Good Friday, we will thank him for coming to earth, not in dying for our sins, but more importantly in showing us how we are to live.  In showing us how to be on fire with the Glory of God that we too may rise with him to everlasting life.

1

