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Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, Cycle C

Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16;22-23; Psalm 29, Our God will bless the people with peace.
It seems to me that today’s readings are all pretty clearly about the notion of how we are called. As Jesus is called away from the safety of his hidden life and toward the unknown of the River Jordan to be baptized, so too are we called on that same path. 
We are called to be the Suffering Servant of our first reading. According to Isaiah, we are called to bring justice to the world … we are called to open the eyes of those who are blind … we are called to free captives from whatever holds them bound. Matter of fact, Isaiah tells us that not only are we called; God has actually taken us by the hand and formed each of us to serve the cause of justice in our world. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter tells us that even though we’re (mere!) Gentiles, we’re still called to serve as Jesus did – doing good works and healing all those in the grip of the Devil. As Peter comes to realize in today’s reading, God anointed Jesus with the power of the Holy Spirit, and since we are followers of Jesus, we must be anointed by that same Holy Spirit.

And in Luke’s Gospel, we are called  as Jesus was called, to rise up out of the darkness of our baptismal waters in life and say, Yes, it’s true. I am the Beloved. God’s favor does rest on me. I might not have asked for this call; I might not particularly want it. But I am called, and I am responsible for answering that call.   

So that leads us to the question of what  it means to be called in baptism What does it mean for us to be baptized – as Jesus was – and called to be – as our Church tells us – priest, prophet and king? While these words aren’t usually in  our everyday vocabulary, they are potent and meaningful words nonetheless. Because: 
Priest is just another word for one who prays for the world. 
Prophet is just another word for one who speaks the truth. 
King is just another word for a servant- leader, one who models an compassionate commitment to hands-on service to those in need. 

In other words when we are called to be priest,  prophet and  king, we are simply called to be a full expression of a human being – one who is connected body, mind and spirit to prayer, truth, and service. Our baptismal call, in other words, is nothing less than God’s invitation to each of us to continue to grow into the fullness of our humanity.  

Jesus might not have known what he was getting into when he walked into the river to be baptized that day. God knows that for most of us, when someone spoke the words on our behalf when we were infants we didn’t know what we were getting into. But here we are! Maybe we didn’t ask for it, but here we are. Baptized into the Body of Christ and grafted onto the Tree of Life, we are each called to be priest, prophet and king; individually called to pray for our world … to speak the truth whenever we open our mouths … to offer our lives at the service of those in need. This is what it meant for Jesus, and this is what it means for us to be baptized. 

So I invite you for a few minutes now to share any thoughts you might have on your own baptism … on your call to service, truth and prayer … on people you have seen who have responded to this call … on how we might respond to the invitation to be fully human … on our call to serve our world as Jesus does – as Priest, Prophet and King … or any other thoughts you might have on this day when we celebrate Jesus baptism and our own. . 

With that, a voice from the heavens said, 
“This is my Beloved, on whom my favor rests.”
This means Jesus. This means us. 
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