Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
 2nd Sunday of Easter A, 04/27/14

Acts 2:42-47; 1Peter 1:3-9;l John 20:19-31; Psalm  118

I can remember when I was in Grade School, and was taught that Ascension Thursday was 40 days after Easter, and that Pentecost was 50 days after Easter. And I also can remember that we celebrated those feasts as two rather spectacular days: Ascension Thursday was a holy day of obligation. It was the day when Jesus’ divinity was absolutely, fully proven by his ascending back into heaven again. And Pentecost Sunday was the day when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples in a singular, magnificent, hot & fiery event. First it was Easter. Then it was Ascension Thursday. Then it was Pentecost. Individual days & individual celebrations.  


A lot has happened in our Church since I was a 3rd grader at St. Anthony’s School in 1955. (And  a lot of what’s happened since then, by the way, we can attribute to one of the two saints who was canonized this weekend – St. Angelo Roncalli, Pope John XXIII who convened the Vatican Council).Since that Vatican Council, we’ve been encouraged to go back and study and interpret and pray with the scriptures. We’ve been encouraged to learn more about the early days of our church from the perspective of archeology, anthropology, sociology and history. And so we know a whole lot more now about those early days of the Church than we did before. We’ve also rediscovered  the idea of Paschaltide or the season of Pentecost as 50 days of celebration, preparatory to Pentecost. Just as we celebrate four weeks of longing  in Advent that help us to prepare for Christmas, and six weeks of transformation in Lent that help us to prepare for Easter, so now we are invited to celebrate 50 days of absolute joy that begins at Easter, and carries us through to the feast of Pentecost. 

Starting today, and through the feast of Pentecost on June 8,  this is the liturgical season for remembering the early Church. Our liturgies are all focused on how the early Church came to be … the joy that was inherent in those early communities … and the messages of love and friendship that Jesus  gave to those earliest of his followers that helped to guide them in their earliest days as fledgling communities. Starting today, and continuing over the next seven weeks, we’re going to be reading from the Acts of the Apostles … and if I can put a plug in here,  I‘d encourage each of us to read the Acts of the Apostles over the next few weeks, especially Chapters 1 through 12. That’s where we find the followers of Jesus feeling this need to come together as a spiritual community within the larger Jewish community … and where we find them – and maybe ourselves – in our first reading today.


A lot has been made about the idyllic nature of the early Church, and that is probably as much fairy tale as reality. I think we all know that any time you have a group of people coming together, even for lofty spiritual & religious purposes, there will be ups & downs, petty bickerings & personal agendas, people who feel they have privilege & people who feel they’re excluded, people who are richer & people who are poorer, people who are more educated & people who are less educated. We sometimes call this diversity! And yet for all of this, what we are told in the scriptures today is that this group of Jesus’ early Jewish followers felt the need to go beyond the walls of the synagogue or the Temple. They were still devout and faithful Jews. But they felt the need for something more than their synagogue or the Temple could give them. And so, we’re told, they came together in an intentional community, maybe not unlike our own Living Water Community.

Of course, we’re still Roman Catholic, as these early followers of Jesus were still Jewish. We, like they, are still connected to a larger, more institutional Church. But maybe we, too, are looking for something more than what that Church has been able to give us.. Maybe we have experienced Jesus in a particular kind of way, that makes us want to experience our life together in Christ even more deeply. And so we ask ourselves today, what might that way be? Well, we can always go down the list of what the early followers of Jesus did, and see if we can do that as well. They … 
· Formed a community … check

· Devoted themselves to prayer …check

· Broke the bread … check

· Took meals in common … check

· Praised God and won the approval of the people … check

· Lived communally … shared all things in common … sold all their property & goods, and divided the proceeds up on the basis of each one’s need … went to the Temple every day … well, maybe not so much.

You get the idea! What worked in 33 CE might not work so well for us today. Let’s not  kid ourselves into thinking that early followers of Jesus provide a model for us to emulate 100%. They provide no template for us in 2014, except in their intentionality. They came together in all their diversity as Romans and Jews, freedmen and slaves, men, women, and children to form a community. And so I wonder – here & now, in 2014, in a different time & place, with all our individual and familial responsibilities & obligations – how we might manifest what we call our Living Water Community?


We might begin living as community by hearing the depths of the words Jesus spoke in John’s Gospel today. Once again, we were taught as children that this Gospel was about the “institution of the sacrament of Penance.”  But scripture scholars today suggest that it is much more about Jesus calling all of us to forgive each other’s sins. It is about Jesus saying to all of us that when we forgive, brokenness is healed. But that when we withhold forgiveness (in the words of the Gospel, “when we retain anyone’s sins) the world is a sadder sorrier, more broken place. So mutual forgiveness for all the many ways we hurt each other is a pretty good place to start behaving as God's beloved community.

We could also go to our 2nd reading, where Peter tells us There is cause for rejoicing here. Although you have never seen Jesus, you love him, and without seeing, you still believe and rejoice with inexpressible joy because you are living your faith. So living in faith and joy might be another way to think about how we manifest ourselves as community. 


OK, so we can start out identifying our community with forgiveness, faith and joy. But there must be more ways we can live out our call to be a community that is truly living water for our world. And we’re given the gift of these next 50 days to reflect on that question of our identity as a Eucharistic community of faith. Over these next 50 days, we can look carefully at the early Christian community as it grew … we can open our ears to hear the messages Jesus gave to his early followers and to us about living our lives in the present moment of Christ Consciousness. We have the 50 days of Pentecost to talk about our vision and our dreams for our community, maybe during  our Social Hours after liturgy. We can each complete the Community Survey we all received in the mail this week. We can put some flesh on the  bones of our community by coming to a Discernment Day on May 31.

But above all, we can just be present to the fact that these days of Pentecost or Paschaltide are meant to be days when we give some conscious thought and prayer to the  idea of our community. Today, and for this season of Pentecost, we want to say again and again, with the psalmist – Give thanks to our God who is good … whose love for all of us and for this Living Water Community is indeed everlasting. And then we want to understand just what it means for this community to live in God’s Love.     
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